
LESSON 6 

Family: We’re better together. 
Let’s call it an identity crisis. 

After 2,000 years, there’s a lot of confusion about “church.” Most hear the word and 
think of a building, a steeple, or a pew. They think of something that’s more past than 
present, more distant than relevant. 

Which is a shame. Because what these same people need is a church. 

Perhaps the great paradox of modern life is that we’re more connected than ever, but 
we’re not. Despite the web, social media, and smartphones, we remain hungry for 
deep, authentic relationships. And that’s what the church is – people coming together in 
love, across all barriers and differences, in the name of Jesus. 

If you’re new to faith, don’t think of church as an hour on Sundays but a family. Not a 
collection of programs but a web of relationships. Not a place to attend but a place to 
belong. 

Acts 2:42-47 (NIV) 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.  

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved. 

Others: It’s not about us. 
As you read about Jesus’ life one thing that hits you is “This guy hung out with 
everyone.” Other rabbis in his day kept their distance from notorious sinners, chose 
their friends carefully, and their disciples even more carefully. 
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But not Jesus. He was a magnet for all kinds of folks and all kinds of sinners. And he 
loved it. 

So any view of church as an insiders’ club just won’t work. We believe you’re blessed to 
be a blessing. We believe it’s not about us, but that we’re simply a conduit through 
which God is at work in the world. 

Our desire is to partner with God by living for others in countless ways – from sharing 
our faith to sharing our table, from offering a cup of cold water to providing clean water 
across the globe. 

The church is to benefit all the world. It exists as part of God’s mission, and that mission 
moves forward whenever individual Christians make the decision to live, not for 
themselves, but for others. 

Luke 10:25-37 (NIV) 
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, 
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was 
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving 
him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw 
the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place 
and saw him, passed by on the other side.  

But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he 
took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. 
Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 
The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ 
he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands 
of robbers?” 

The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”


