
LESSON 3 

Welcome 
This lesson is a deep dive on what we’ve covered so far - faith and grace. There’s no video so 

we’ll have extra time for discussion, and we can really savor what’s been brewing in the earlier 

discussions.  

*Note: You may want to print copies of the Lesson 3 Reading Sheet for each group member. 

Read 
God has called us to be a community built around 4 core values: family, grace, others, and 

transformation. On our website you’ll find a discussion of each. The following is from our 

section on grace: 

God meets us where we are. 

What’s God really like? 

If you’re open to the possibility of God, that’s the question, isn’t it? “Ok God, what kind 

of God are you?”  

If you’ve got some church baggage, if no-one has to tell you the definition of legalism, 

or if you’ve got some shame to deal with (and who doesn’t?), it’s probably time to 

rethink the question.  

In other words, many of us carry around a mental image of a god who’s not very good 

at all. A god who’s angry. Hard to please. Unforgiving. 

Consider that God, perhaps, isn’t standing at a great distance waiting for you to clean 

up your act. Consider instead that God is happy to meet you where you are, eager to 

cover over your mistakes, and patient to guide you one step at a time. That’s grace. 

From cover to cover, the Bible tells us that God loves us, likes us, pursues us. It invites 

us to drop our distorted views of God and come face to face with the One who is 

wholeheartedly for us. Because to know him is to love him. 

DISCUSSION WEEK



Discuss 
1. Every person you meet is a theologian. We all have a picture of God in our heads. What 

factors or experiences might form an image of a god who’s not good at all? 

2. Has anything ever led you to rethink God? What was that experience like?  

3. We define grace as our confidence in the fundamental goodness of God toward us. What 

practical difference does that view of God make in someone’s life? 

Read: Luke 15:11-32 (NIV) 
Consider asking group members to take turns reading sections of the text below. 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son is likely the most famous story Jesus ever told. We can relate 

to both the younger and older brothers and their mistakes, but notice how shocking Jesus’ 

picture of God (the father) was and is! 

Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his 

father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between 

them. 

“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 

country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent everything, 

there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. So he 

went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed 

pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one 

gave him anything. 

“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have 

food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father 

and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ So he got up 

and went to his father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion 

for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a 

ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a 



feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 

found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard 

music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 

‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because 

he has him back safe and sound.’ 

“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and 

pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving 

for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so 

I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your 

property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But 

we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive 

again; he was lost and is found.’” 

Discuss 
1. Based on this story, what does Jesus want us to know about God the Father? 

Point out that Jesus tells this story in reply to folks who are muttering about his habit of 

welcoming sinners (Luke 15:1-2). Essentially, he’s saying “If you think God keeps his 

distance from sinners, you don’t have a clue!” 

2. How did the younger brother misunderstand God? 

3. How did the older brother misunderstand God? 

4. What do you personally want to remember about God from this parable?  

Pray 
You may want to invite group members to share prayer requests. Close by praying for those 

requests and the following: 

God, thank you for using our group (and all the other Trios) to root us in your love! Help 

us to treasure you above all else and to trust that you are wildly good. Whenever we 

doubt that, cause us to rethink our mental image of you and to come back again to this 

story and to the truth that you are our loving Father. Amen.


